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SUBJECT: FURTHER DETAILS OF MAJOR NARCOTICS SEIZURE IN 
BANGKOK 

REF: BANGKOK 24390 

SUMMARY: SINCE SUBMISSION OF REFTEL FURTHER DETAILS HAVE 
BECOME AVAILABLE REGARDING SEIZURE OF MAJOR QUANTITY OF NO. 3 
HEROIN AT BANGKOK AIRPORT AUGUST 30. HEROIN HAS BEEN WEIGHED 
AND FOUND TO AMOUNT TO 138.2 KILOGRAMS. HEROIN WAS PACKED IN 
PLASTIC BAGS AND CONTAINED IN TWO DRUMS MARKED AVIATION 
GREASE AND CONSIGNED TO NETHERLANDS (DETAILS IN DEA REPORTING). 
DRUMS WERE CONDUCTED TO AIRPORT BY ALBERT JOHAN HANS CORNELIS 
(37) OF SNEEK, NETHERLANDS. CORNELIS WAS DRESSED IN AIRLINE 
PILOT'S UNIFORM, PRESUMABLY TO ENSURE THAT CONSIGNMENT WOULD 
PASS THROUGH THAI CUSTOMS WITHOUT QUESTION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THAIL CUSTOMS OFFICIALS BECAME SUSPICIOUS OS TRANSACTION 
AS THEY NOTED THAT AVIATION GREASE IS NORMALLY IMPORTED 
INTO THAILAND. RATHER THAN EXPORTED. THEY EXAMINED CONTENTS 
OF DRUMS MORE CAREFULLY AND DISCOVERED HEROIN. 
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2. CORNELIS HAD MEANWHILE LEFT AIRPORT BUT WAS LATER ARRESTED 
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IN HIS ROOM AT INDRA HOTEL. SEVERAL HOURS LATER AN ALLEGED 
ACCOMPLICE, MR A MEYER (25), ALSO OF THE 

NETHERLANDS, WAS ARRESTED. FOUR OTHER PERSONS ARE BEING 
SOUGHT BY THAIL POLICE IN CONNECTION WITH THE TRANSACTION. 
CORNELIS INITIALLY STATED HE WAS AN AMERICAN, BUT IT DEVELOPED 
THAT BOTH HE AND MEYER WERE DUTCH NATIONALS. CORNELIS 
ALLEGED THAT HE WAS WORKING AS A DC-6 PILOT FOR WEST COAST 
AVIATION LTD. OF THE NETHERLANDS AND THAT HE HAD COME 
TO BANGKOK FROM SEATTLE ON AUGUST 27. HOWEVER, THAI POLICE 
STATE THAT A CHECK HAS SHOWN THAT CORNELIS DID NOT WORK 
FOR WESTCOAST AVIATION AS HE STATED. 

3. MAJOR GEN PHAO SARASIN, SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE 
CENTRAL NARCOTICS BUREAU, TOLD PRESS AUGUST 30 THAT CORNELIS, 
MEYER, AND THEIR ACCOMPLICES WERE PART OF AN INTERNATIONAL 
NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING RING NOW IN BANGKOK TO SUPERVISE 
SHIPMENT OF THE HEROIN. HE SAID THE RING HAD AN EXTENSIVE 
NETWORK COVERING AMSTERDAM, SINGAPORE, BELGIUM, AND HONG KONG. 

4. COMMENT: EPISODE IS OF CONSIDERABLE INTEREST, NOT ONLY 
BECAUSE OF THE LARGE QUANTITY OF HEROIN INVOLVED, BUT ALSO 
FOR THE IMAGINATION AND SOPHISTICATION THAT TRAFFICKING 
RING DISPLAYED. AS AT OTHER INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS, PILOTS 
AND AIRCREW IN UNIFORM PASS THROUGH CUSTOMS WITH LITTLE 
OR NO QUESTION, ODOR OF HEROIN WAS MASKED BY AVIATION 
GREASE, AND BOTH CORNELIS AND MEYER WERE DRESSED PRESENTABLY. 
CORNELIS, IN PARTICULAR, LOOKS LIKE AIRLINE PILOT WITH 

SHORT BACK AND SIDES HAIRCUT AND SUNGLASSES OF TYPE AIRCREW 
OFTEN WEAR. 
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